
 

 

 Dear Parents/ Carers 
We are delighted to begin our 1st Newsletter for Spring Term 2 – the mornings are getting lighter earlier 
and the evenings are definitely starting to get longer – hurray! 
For us at Greenside this half term always brings the Y6 Key Stage tests scarily close and all the other 
elements of our Test Ready work here. It is just a 6-week half term so there is lots of test practice 
needed alongside all our fab creative and experiential learning. 
 
1. 5-Minute Theatre 
I’d like to offer lots of congratulations to all our amazing students who performed at our 5-Minute Theatre 
event before the half term holiday. It was such a delight to see so many students from Y1 – Y6 enjoying 
their time on the stage performing in so many different ways. The range of pieces was particularly 
impressive and I was very proud throughout the evening. As always thank you to all the parents/ carers 
for your support! Watch this space for my final Greenside production over the next few weeks! If anyone 
has any photographs that they took on the evening would you kindly e-mail me a copy – it would be 
most appreciated. 
 
2. Charity & Celebration 
Thank you also to the Student Voice and Charity Leaders, Ben Johnson and the PSA for the Dance to 
Make a Difference Disco. The donations on the day were most generous and amounted to just over £75 
– well done to Everyone! 
 
3. Student Voice – A re-request to Families – Project Playground 
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 Dear Parents/carers. 

We are the Student voice and Charity group. This term we have been thinking about improving 
the Greenside playground. We have spent the last couple of weeks thinking about what we 
can do to improve our playtime. We want to ask if you could kindly bring in any of the following 
items which would help make our play-times more exciting: 

Lego 

Drawing materials 

Toys 

Sand (in bags) 

Dressing up clothes (wigs, accessories) 

Books 

Pots and pans 

Tents. 

Bean bags. 

Trees/plants. 

If you can think of anything else that would help us improve our playground please let us know. 
There will be a deposit box next to the secret garden where you can leave any items we can 
use. 

If you have any questions please speak to our Student Leadership Group Teacher,  

Mr. Johnson or e-mail him at: benj@greensideschool.org 

Thank you for your help. 

Student Voice and Charity Group 

Project Playground.  



4. World Book Day 
On Thursday 2nd March we will be celebrating World Book Day at Greenside linked to poetry. We are very 
excited to invite our parents/ carers to join us for an extra-ordinary Board Meeting at 2.15pm that  
afternoon to share our learning from the day with a poetry reading. We do hope you will be able to come 
along and join us. We will be working with students during the day to create some costume items and  
accessories so that they do not need to make costumes at home but can enjoy making things together in 
class. 
 
5. Y6 Information Hour 
At 6.00pm on Thursday 2nd March we will be spending an hour updating our Y6 parents/ carers with  
information the KS2 tests and all the preparation and changes. We hope each family will be represented 
that evening and look forward to sharing information and answering your questions. 
 
6. Welcome to Claire Davis 
After an extra-ordinary long search for an additional Teacher to join Greenside we are delighted to  
welcome Claire Davis to our Greenside Team. Claire will be working predominately with Y6 this half term 
and with Crew 3 each Thursday. Claire has had a super week and we look forward to her work with us. 
We shall ask her to introduce herself to you all in our new Newsletter but in the meantime if you need to 
contact her by e-mail her Greenside address is claired@greensideschool.org. 
 
7. STAR Days sparkle with big ideas! 
Our STARS days this half term are ready to sparkle and shine with ‘big ideas’ to challenge our students 
and help them to think in interesting ways. Please see below a little about our texts. You will, of course, 
find the overview of the learning for this half term on our website under your daughter/ son’s class page. 
 
a) EYFS – People Who Help Us! 
Ms. Buchanan says: “This term in Nursery our film text is The Lego Movie which we will use to help us 
explore the topic of People Who Help Us. The film takes place in a Lego city and explores how people in 
a community need to work together as part of a team. We will look at our own community and all of the 
different people within it that work together to help us. This term we look forward to dressing up, role-play 
and experiencing more about all the different jobs and occupations that make our local community.” 
 
Ms. Morra tells us: “Welcome back Reception students! I hope you all had a lovely half term holiday! This 
half term, Ms. Coppard and I are excited to explore our new topic 'People Who Help Us,' and our new film 
text "The Lego Movie." We've already had a lovely visit from some police officers within the community to 
teach us about safety. We enjoyed asking them different questions about their job”. 

 
b) Y2 explore The Lorax  
Ms. Webber says: “This term, Y2 are very excited to be exploring the world of The Lorax. This is a film 
based on the book by Dr Seuss and it tells of a beautiful land that becomes ruined by the greed of man. 
However, all is not lost and there is a message of hope that inspires us to take care of our planet for the 
good of all. We are going to be growing lots of plants, creating our own beautiful worlds inspired by the 
film and writing fabulous poetry inspired by the rhyming text of the story. We will also be heading to Kew 
Gardens to find out about how plants grow in different environments. This is going to be an exciting term 
filled with awe and wonder!” 
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c) Turing Japanese 
Ms. Samuel tells us: “In Year 4, we are turning Japanese, inspired by the enchanting Hayao Miyazaki 
anime, My Neighbour Totoro. This film tells the story of two lively and inquisitive sisters, Mei and Satsuki, 
who move to the countryside to be nearer to their mother who is in hospital. In their new home the girls 
encounter soot sprites, a magical catbus and woodland spirits led by the charming and eccentric Totoro! 
This half-term we will use Totoro to inspire our writing, art and mathematics and to discover more about 
the geography and culture of Japan. Our class book continues to be The Phantom Tollbooth, the classic 
children's novel about words, numbers, ideas and the perils of boredom.  
 
d) AI: Artificial Intelligence.  
Mr. Johnson explains: “This term in Y5 we are travelling deep into the future to consider the role of  
artificial technology and the use of robotics in society. 
Can robots think and feel? How will technology affect our lives?  
Watch this space for the future thinking by Y5 students!” 
 
e) A Space Odyssey 
Mr. Yeats tells us: “On the first day of the half term Y6 students watched 2001: A Space Odyssey and 
have been completely hooked by this Kubrick special. The students have already made their own space 
ship to take them off this planet and have explored the Voyager Golden Records - the story of the Human 
species and Earth, intended for other life forms to find, currently 10 billion miles from Earth! We have 
been so impressed by their ability to interpret and form opinions on the story line, cinematography, impact 
of music and sound effects (over 40 minutes with no dialogue) as well as being inspired to write their own 
space stories. Here are a few of their interpretations of the final 22 minutes of the film, which, if you  
haven't seen, are very complex and open to interpretation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Writing at Greenside 
We hope you will enjoy a few examples of our Writing this week: 
 
a) In Nursery Nico sounded out and wrote the word 'train' on a sign when he made a 

picture of a train station. 
Amayah added some letters that she knew how to write on her picture of a firefighter in 
an attempt to label it.  
 
b) Reception - In English the students have been thinking 
about what they would like to be when they grow up. Fred 
wrote: "When I am older I want to be a football player be-
cause my dad was one." Catriona wrote: "When I am older I 
want to be a teacher because they teach people things and 
are kind." 



c) Y1 - Here is an example of Leo's wonderful opinion 
piece on why animals should not be kept in zoos. 
Sonia wrote a wonderful description of where she would 
go if she lived in a convee like the Wild   
Thornberrys.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
c) Y2 - Hugo and Mirelly enjoyed this writing Learning  
Experience: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d) Y3—Suha and Leon wrote these lovely pieces. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e) Y4 - for half-term homework, Y4 were encouraged to  
interview a family member about their memories of school. 
Iris proved herself to be a budding journalist with this  
fascinating report on her Nana's schooldays in Wales.  
 
 
 
 
 
f) Y5 – We are sharing just the openings of some Y5 Robotic 
Fairytales! 
 
 
 
9. Maths = STEM at Greenside  
As you know we locate much of our Maths learning within our STEM work at Greenside. We are delighted 
to share some of our work at this moment in time, please see the back pages. 
 
a) Nursery 
This term our film text The Lego Movie lends itself so well to our learning in Maths and we'll be using a lot 
of the themes from the film to help our learning. We will be using Lego bricks in a variety of different 
ways, including counting them, using them as units of measure, and using them to construct different 
shapes. We will also be sharing our Maths learning with parents and carers later this term, where they will 
be able to see how we use our topic to help our learning.  
 
Reception 
b) In Maths, we have been looking at the London Underground map in order to explore different types of 
positional language and directional language. For instance, the students were able to say that Bond 
Street is next to Oxford Circus and that Shepherd's Bush Market is near Hammersmith. 



Y1 
Y1 has begun their Wild Thornberrys STEM with a focus on multiplication this week. We went on a  
multiplication safari and used grouping and arrays to solve a range of problems. 
 
Y2 
We have really hit the ground running so far this term in Y2 with our Maths learning. We are using our film 
- The Lorax, as the inspiration for our learning and we are going to be working on STEM projects that  
involve: multiplying and dividing items in Thneedville, taking an inventory of the forest and analyzing the 
data, measuring and comparing the growth of our plants, creating maps of Thneedville and creating  
mathematical routes around it. These deep and varied learning experiences will inspire our Y2  
mathematicians and help us get test ready. Come on Y2!  
 
Y4 
This week, our Y4 students used the characters from My Neighbour Totoro to create non-standard  
mathematical units in order to gain a deeper understanding of the principle of decimals. In these  
photographs you can see students working out that one Big Totoro equals 10 Little Totoros and using 
their knowledge to measure different objects around the classroom - including their teacher! You can also 
read Nathan's reflection on this experience.  
 
Y6 
Y6 are heading onto another planet with their film theme of 2001: A space Odyssey and into another  
universe with the prep for the end of year examinations. We have booster sessions running beautifully, 
some huge mathletics scores and some speed times table scores of under 3 seconds! Can you say your 
tables that quickly? We are so proud of our Y6 students who are giving 100% effort and will continue to 
do so right up until the tests in May.  
 
10. Police visit to EYFS 
On Thursday some local police officers came to visit Nursery and Reception to talk to us about their role 
in our community and how they help us. We were visited by PC David, PC Mohammed, PC Raji, and PC 
Emily who answered lots of questions, including what police dogs do, what equipment they use, and how 
they keep us safe. The police officers also brought some of their equipment for us to try on, including 
handcuffs, hats and jackets, but the best thing they brought was their police car! PC Emily talked us about 
the siren and what they do if there is an emergency. We even got to go inside the police car and pretend 
to drive it! 
We really enjoyed the visit and it was great to see such a range of different people doing this important 
job- maybe one day some of us will grow up to become police officers too?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11. Home Learning Challenge – Thunks! 
Our Home Learning Challenge this week asks student to 
engage in some critical thinking.  
They are asked to write a response to one or all of the 
Thunks below and to share with KBS by Friday 10th March. 
This may be an assignment that you wish to do with your 
daughter/ son or if you have more than one child at  
Greenside they could do this together. 
 
 

  

1. What colour would a zebra be if it 

lost all its stripes? 

  

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Greenside Stars 
We start the spring term 2 with a celebration of some great achievements from our Greenside students.  
Congratulations to all of the students named below.  
An extra-special mention goes to our Greenside Screen Stars this week: Lujian and Abdullah. 
 
Greenside Stars of the Week 
Nursery 
 

Ian for his great questions when talking to police officers 
Sidney for speaking so nicely and being so supportive to his friends 
Reception 
Isra for her hard work and progress in phonics. 
Lujain for her hard work and progress in phonics. 
Y1 
Bailee for his photographs on Crew Day 
Nicholas for a fantastic opinion piece about animals in zoos. 
Y2 
Amaiyah for her determination to make progress in Maths 
Ralph for his fantastic attitude to learning this term 
Y3 
Airen and Sumaya for team work in leading tables writing session 
Y4 
All the Y4 students who preformed in the 5-Minute Theatre – thank you! 
Y5 
Sofia and Owais have kindly contributed the introductions to their AI inspired future fairy-tales.  
Y6 
Dishawn for excellent research and writing on the Voyager Golden Record.  
Sean for fantastic focus and reflective writing on 2001: A Space Odyssey 
 

  

2. Where does the sky start? 

  

 

 
3. If elephants ruled the world, what 

changes would 

you see? 

4. Can you write and design your 

own Thunk? 

  

????? 

  

  



Greenside Sports Star of the Week 
Nursery 
Siham for her great effort and concentration when learning new yoga moves. 
Reception 
Sundus for her excellent hand-eye coordination. 
Y1 
Louis G for continued hard work and determination 
Y2 
Omar - for his gymnastic skills 
Y3 
Ayobami for his determination to better his previous score each time in long Jump, Well done! 
Y4 
Mica for continued determination 
Y5 
Abdullah for reaching his personal best for another week 
Y6 
For the Y6 Dancers in our 5-Minute Theatre – thank you! 
 
13. Messages from the Office 
Ms. Chan-Sing says:  
a) Greenside Lunches 
“Please can we remind parents/ carers to make regular payments for the Greenside lunches. Lunches 
should be paid weekly £10.00 either via cash or cheque in the office or via school money, if you would like 
to pay for the whole term you can do this in the same way.  Spring Term 2 lunches will cost £46. Thank 
you.” 
b) Clubs 
“We would like to remind parents/carers that we will be asking you to sign up your child to Summer term 
clubs in the next newsletter so please look out for the details.  Please remember clubs are offered on a 
first come, first served basis and clubs will need to be paid for either by school money or in the school  
office when you sign up your child. “ 
c) Uniform 
“If you order Greenside uniform items these orders are only processed once a week on Thursdays so 
please try to get orders ready in to the office by Wednesday." 
e) Current Vacancies 
We have a couple of current vacancies within Greenside so if you or someone you know is interested 
please check out our Vacancies page on the school website.  We are currently looking for a Midday Meal 
Supervisor, Site Manager and an Admin Assistant (Maternity Cover): 
 

14. Dates for your Diary 

Greenside Calendar Dates 

Week 2     

Tuesday 28th February All Day Hammersmith & Fulham Swimming Gala 

Wednesday 1st March AM Fire Brigade – Y2 and Y5 

Wednesday 1st March 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 2nd March All Day World Book Day–parents/carers invited to a Poetry Reading 
at 2.15pm 

Thursday 2nd March 6.00pm Y6 Parents/ carers – Test Information Hour 

Friday 3rd March AM Hammersmith & Fulham Swimming Gala - finals 

      

Week 3     

Monday 6th March All Day International Women’s Day at Greenside – Be Bold for 
Change! 

Monday 6th March 6.00pm Y2 Parents/ carers – Test Information Hour 

Wednesday 7th March 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 10th March All Day Newsletter published 

Friday 10th March Evening PSA Quiz Night 



 

 

Wishing all a delightful two weeks ahead 

Week 4     

Monday 13
th
 March AM Class photographs and 100% Attendance Day 

Tuesday 14th March 9.00am Parents/ carers invited to EYFS Maths Link & Learn  

Session 

Tuesday 14th March All Day Y5 Trip to Robotic Exhibition 

Wednesday 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 17th March All Day Y4 Classical Spectacular 

      

Week 5     

Data Capture All Week Tests and Teacher Assessments – Nursery-Y6 students 

Tuesday 21st March 9.00am Parents/ carers invited to visit STAR Day sessions 

Wednesday 22nd March All Day We Act Day - Wembley 

Wednesday 22nd March 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 24th March All Day Charity & Celebration Day at Greenside 

      

Week 6     

Tuesday 28th March All Day EYFS Trip to Kidzania 

Tuesday 28th March Evening Ted Talks and Photographic Exhibition 

Wednesday 29th March All Day Bush Theatre Workshop for Y3 students 

Wednesday 29th March 3.30pm Easter Tea & Cakes 

Friday 31st March 3.30pm Easter vacation begins! 

      



 



Maths STEM examples from Y3 and Reception 

 


