
 

 

  

Breaking Boundaries Issue: 9  
Date: Monday 23th January 2017 

Newsletter from the  

Greenside Film Factory 
Camera   Sound Lights Camera   Sound Lights 

Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 

Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
Another two weeks has passed and we are heading rather too fast towards the next half term holiday! 
We have enjoyed a full and action packed half term so far at Greenside and explored a number of ‘Big 
Questions’ through the Crew Ted Talks and through the very challenging Film and Book texts being 
studied across year groups. Lord of the Flies has provoked much interesting debate in Y6 as students 
have considered democracy, survival and considered their Desert Island choices of music, food, games 
and books etc. A number of parents/ carers came to the special Caribbean lunch on Wednesday and 
we look forward to a special Tea & Cakes this week as our students Dance to Make a Difference! We 
hope you enjoy sharing our news from the Green-House this week. 
 
1.  Dance to Make a Difference! 
A quick reminder to all our families that on Wednesday 8th February Tea & Cakes includes a special 
charity fund raising Dance to Make a Difference event, organized by the We Act Specialism student 
group. Do come and eat cake, dance and help us to raise money for our Charity and Celebration 
project. We hope you can then join us for our 5-Minute Theatre event too! 
 
2. 5 Minute Theatre 
We are very excited that on Wednesday 8th February at 6.00pm around 52 students will perform their   
5-Minute Theatre pieces. This is an informal opportunity for our students to take to the stage for just 5 
minutes at a time. It’s a very different performance evening to any we have had before! We have some 
students who have written and are performing original pieces and others who will interpret a dance, 
poetry, selections from published drama and even a ‘Battle of the Bard’ with Y6 students in role as 
Shakespearian characters challenging for the ‘best’ speech! It will be an evening with an impro- and 
open-mic informality.  
We hope many parents/ carers will join us after Tea and Cakes and the WE ACT disco. Tickets are 
available from the office for £1.00; doors will open at 5.45pm for a 6.00pm start. 
If your daughter/ son is performing a letter will be e-mailed home today. 
Many thanks in advance for your support of this event – Karen 
 
3. E-Safety Information Update 
We have an update session booked in our calendar for Robin Yeats to meet with interested parents/ 
carers at 9.00am on Thursday 9th February to link with Safer Internet Week. If you would like to attend 
please e-mail Robin before 4.00pm on Tuesday 7th February to book a space.  
 
4. 100% Attendance Day 
Ms. Webber reports: “Great news Greenside, this was our best 100% Attendance day yet. We achieved 
a record of 98.2%. A special well done to Y1, Y2, Y4 and Y5, who all achieved 100%. Thank you to our 
whole school community for supporting us with this, coming to Greenside every day really does make a 
difference!” 
 
5. The Industrial Revolution – A Big Idea! 
In our Board and SMSC slots this week we talked about the Industrial Revolution as our ‘Big Idea’ and 
looked at the impact of some of the important inventions from the period. We also considered what 
each class thought were the most significant inventions of modern times. We were fascinated to hear 
the ideas: 
 
Y6 The toilet, the telephone, the clock, electricity and the internet 
Y5 Medication, sanitation, planes, the light bulb, the fridge.  
Y4  The internet  - and computers/tablets/kindles etc. to let us connect to the world  
 The jet plane - so that people can travel around the world more easily 
 The fridge - so that food doesn't go off and waste 
 Electricity - and the potential for electric cars in the future  
 Water treatment - safe drinking water is really important 
There were also some fab invention ideas by students – do ask your daughter/ son to tell you more! 



6. Food Experience – Caribbean Cooking Day 
A huge ‘thank you’ to our families who cooked or joined us for this lovely lunch! It is occasions like this 
that make Greenside so special! 

Greenside Food Experience 

Community Cooking Day 

On Wednesday 1st February, we enjoyed        

another community cooking day when the     

parents/carers from our Caribbean community 

joined our kitchen team to prepare a fabulous 

lunch for everyone. We enjoyed vegetable curry 

with rice and peas, West Indian macaroni 

cheese, pumpkin soup with dumplings, fried 

plantain and tropical fruit. It was a great success 

and we would like to say a huge thank you to 

Melissa, Nadica and their team of parents/carers 

for all their time and hard work in making this 

another great Greenside occasion.  



7. Sharing our Work 
We thought you would like to share a few examples of learning from our 
Greenside students this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reception – Still Finding Nemo 
Zaynab and Fred are so proud to share their writing: 
 

Y3 – Studying Paper Planes 
Mr. Comnenos tells us: “This term we have been studying Paper Planes and our STEM topic has been 
learning about forces. After taking a trip to the Science museum we have done a series of projects to test 
what we have learnt about flight. 
Each week we researched a range of flying inventions that we could make, exploring the designs behind 
the invention.  
This week we have visited Japan because, of course, our movie ends here so we have created some 
Japanese calligraphy about how we think and what we feel the culture. Well-done to our Y3 students!” 
 

 

With the help of some sentence starters, Zaynab 

was able to caption this photo of Dory and Nemo. 

She wrote: “Nemo is an orange fish” and “Dory is 

a blue and yellow fish.” In this piece of writing, 

Zaynab was able to apply some phase three 

sounds and spell words in a phonetically  

plausible way. 

In phonics this week, we read a story about a cat. 

After reading the story, Fred was able to         

independently write: “The cat is in a box.” Fred 

used his phonic knowledge to carefully sound out 

each word in order to spell the sentence correctly.  



Y5 – Buddhist Mandalas 
A message from Mr. Johnson and Y5: “We have been learning about Buddhist Mandalas 
and how they show the impermanent nature of all things. We created our own Mandalas in 
teams that reflected Tibetan and Buddhist culture, this involved considering issues of      
reflection, angle measurement and symmetry – the perfect Film inspired STEM project!”  

 
8. Student Voice – A request to Families – Project Playground 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9. Nursery & Reception visit Kensington Palace 
On Monday and Tuesday this week EYFS went on a trip to the Princess Diana Memorial Playground to 
visit the giant pirate ship there and act out a day in the life of a pirate! Arrr! Both classes walked to  
Goldhawk Road in the morning to catch the 94 bus. We made sure that we were very polite to the driver 
and all the people on the bus too! 
When we got to the park, Nursery took a stroll to see the swans on the pond and wave at the Prince and 
Princess in Kensington Palace. Then it was time for an early lunch and a full tummy before we got busy 
sailing the seven seas! 
 
In Reception, Albert's enthusiasm for all of the different things in the playground was infectious, as he 
wore his pirate hat all day and led everyone in a game of walk the plank. Sundus, Auberon, Merhawi, and 
Isra maintained their character all day too, talking like a pirate and searching for buried treasure. 
 
In Nursery, the giant treasure chests amazed the students and Saja, Rafe, and Nina made it their mission 
to find the key! Ian and Rufus tried their best to climb the rigging, and Abdurahman and Mimi took it in 
turns to sail the pirate ship out of danger from the sharks. 
 
Once we were all tired little pirates and worn out from a day of plank-walking and plundering, we caught 
the bus home and walked back to school after an extremely fun-filled day! We’d like to say thank you to 
all the parent/ cares that joined us on this trip. 

 Dear Parents/carers. 

We are the Student voice and Charity group. This term we have been thinking about improving 
the Greenside playground. We have spent the last couple of weeks thinking about what we can 
do to improve our playtime. We want to ask if you could kindly bring in any of the following items 
which would help make our play-times more exciting: 

Lego 

Drawing materials 

Toys 

Sand (in bags) 

Dressing up clothes (wigs, accessories) 

Books 

Pots and pans 

Tents. 

Bean bags. 

Trees/plants. 

If you can think of anything else that would help us improve our playground please let us know. 
There will be a deposit box next to the secret garden where you can leave any items we can use. 

If you have any questions please speak to our Student Leadership Group Teacher, Mr. Johnson 
or e-mail him at: benj@greensideschool.org 

Thank you for your help. 

Student Voice and Charity Group 

Project Playground.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Greenside Specialisms 
We have a few reports this week from our Greenside Specialisms – we hope you enjoy reading about 
them all! 
 
a) WE Act - Disco 
Mr. Johnson puts on his dancing shoes and says: “We are the WE Act specialism and to raise money to 
help homeless refugees we are putting on a Disco at Greenside on Wednesday 8th February from 3.30 - 
4.30pm. Tickets will be available at the entrance to the hall, donations are welcome. Come join us and 
let's dance to make a difference!” WE Act specialism!  
 
b) Art at the Elgin Centre 
Ms. Allen tells us: “The Elgin Centre is a valuable resource that  
provides care and shelter for elderly and vulnerable adults here in 
our local community. 
Each Friday I take eleven students to the centre to consider a piece 
of art created by a noted artist. Our students then craft their own 
interpretation of the original work. So far we have looked at 
‘Sunflowers’ and ‘The Starry Night’ by Vincent van Gogh and 
‘Jacqueline’ by Pablo Picasso. We are often joined by some of the 
elderly residents who enjoy participating in our sessions. 
 I cannot tell you what a joy it is for me to witness the interaction 
between our Greenside students and the Elgin residents secure 
inter-generational relationships are being nurtured and developed.” 
 
c) Globetrotting in Geography 
Ms. Williams reports: “My Geography specialism have been globetrotting around the 7 continents and 
have visited North and South America, Europe and Asia so far this half term.  
Each week we take a particular country from our chosen continent and complete a fact file packed with 
information before exploring a style of art from that country. To finish our session each Friday morning we 
experience a food tasting session while listening to and enjoying traditional music.  



It has been a pleasure watching the students’ knowledge of the world improve along with their   
researching skills. I am particularly impressed with their Rio Carnival costume designs!! 
Mirelly Y2. "I like the food tasting. I liked learning about Brazil and eating the delicious Brazilian  
Brigadeiros" 
Sophie Y1 "I am enjoying learning about the world and all the different countries" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d) Making and Learning about Music 
Our Music specialist Ms. Medcalf tells us: “We have had a fantastic half term 
appreciating and playing music. Many students discovered that learning a new instrument wasn't as easy 
as they had thought but persevered and have the callus' to show for it!  
 
e) Sports Science Learning 
Ms. Fazzone tells us: “This half term we have been studying Sports Science within our specialism. So far 
we have looked at the skeletal system and the muscular system. Key systems, which can contribute to 
excelling in different sports. In the upcoming weeks we will be looking at how, along with a good diet and 
appropriate nutrition, these two systems can lead to being a success in any desired sport. We will also 
examine how each sport uses different muscles, which in turn would make training different, depending 
which sport you are playing. With this knowledge, who knows? We may create the next Usain Bolt or   
Lionel Messi!  
 
f) First Aid Safety  
Ms. Hughes tells us: “The First Aid group have learned how to make an emergency call and keeping 
themselves safe when attending a situation that requires first aid. They have also learned how the heart 
and lungs work and enjoyed finding out more about this interesting element of World Ready learning.” 
 
g) History Documented at Greenside 
Ms. Comnenos says: “This term in my history specialism we have been doing famous people in  
history. History can be as contemporary as yesterday and as ancient as Mesopotamia. It can be seen, 
touched, read, written, made and remembered no matter what age you are. Over the weeks we have 
been looking at a wide range of people from kings and queens to Paralympic gold medalist. Each week 
the students engage in the relevance to what they have contributed and how their story has influenced 
others. It has been a great experience for all us.” 
 
h) Do you Dance in Colour? 
Ms. King proudly tells us: “This half term in our Dance specialism we have 
been focusing on 'India' as our theme. We have learnt about Holi Festival 
(the festival of colour) and have used it as inspiration to create our own 
dance steps. Part of our dance has been derived from our associations with 
colours and how we represent those feelings/associations through  
movement. We have also explored The River Ganges and the ceremonies of 
light held in Varanasi, we have made candle-holders to represent those they float on the water as gifts to 
the river. We have also read the story of Rama and Sita and recreated elements of this story into our 
dance routine. Y1& Y2 have displayed great creativity in choreographing their dance and have risen to 
the challenge of working as a team.” 
 
i) Performance Specialism 
Mr. Evans reports: “This term in Performance our team project has been to develop a film, independent of 
external help and advice. Alongside classes on various acting techniques, script writing, performance  
history and theory, we have been developing our own film script and have now begun filming our work. 
This term’s work is an attempt to introduce students to the multi-faceted world that encompasses film 
making. It gives students a chance to explore the various different roles and aspects involved in making a 
film, from directing to sound engineering, and with the responsibility wholly on their shoulders, the  
students can experience exactly what it takes to create a film all by themselves and we have had great 
fun whilst learning!” 



11. Greenside Stars 
It is our pleasure this week to recognize Trystan and Mica as our Greenside Screen Stars of the week – 
check out their smiles in the Entrance Foyer when you are next visiting. 
As always a big ‘congratulations to all the students named below. 
 
Greenside Stars of the Week 
Nursery 
Eyobed for his wonderful name writing 
Ibrahim for his great walking and sensible behaviour on our trip 
Reception 
Minnie for doing so well on her phase 3 spelling test. 
Zaynab for applying phase 3 sounds in her writing. 
Y1 
Sophie for embracing every challenge in our STEM carousels. 
Trystan for writing a wonderful Dino Babies story. 
Y2 
Kimarla for her focus and concentration during our data capture week 
Maisey for making progress with her Maths 
Y3 
Ella for her consistent curiosity and interest that excites others to follow in her footsteps. 
Zubir for his Messy Maths on reading graphs 
Y4 
Marwa and Mica for their creativity and commitment when making their Time Machine 
Y5 
Omari for settling in well to year 5! Well done we are very happy that you have joined us!  
Santonio for wonderful knowledge about climate change, your explanations this week were very well 
thought out and clear. Well done!  
Y6 
Geordenia for great speaking and listening skills.  
Sadie for her best score in the Maths DC Arithmetic test 
 
Greenside Sports Star of the Week 
Nursery 
Rafe, for persevering when climbing the ship ladder 
Reception 
Lara for her enthusiasm in dance.  
Y1 
Jakub for great effort in cricket 
Y2 
Rahma for really focusing hard in cricket. 
Y3 
Leon for achieving his personal best in long jump – well-done Leon! 
Y4 
Alfie for his effort and perseverance in every activity  
Y5 
Amrita for beating her  personal bests week on week! 
Y6 
Halima for getting involved and trying new games and sports.  
 
 
12. Class Photos 
Ms. Webber tells us: “We are pleased to announce that we have arranged with the photographic  
company Say Cheese Please to come and take whole class photographs after half term. This will happen 
on Monday 13th March and, like last time, the photographs will be available to purchase directly from their 
website. These will make a lovely keepsake of your daughter/ son’s time here at Greenside – and another 
reason for 100% attendance that day”. 



13. Community Information 

a) QPR Tickets - Please see the ‘closed link’ v Huddersfield Town  https://www.eticketing.co.uk/qpr/
details/event.aspx?
itemrefd81&groupref_&digest“a17f9718697734494b43006b66e64668741961d67fece97e39a9e8acbde62
4 for your School, Clubs & Community Groups, priced £10 Adults & £5 Juniors in block HL in the Lower 
Loft Family Stand.  

 Your schools, groups & clubs can apply for tickets by either: 

         Going to the above links and sign in to enable you to see the discount prices, Community Adult/
community Junior.  Please note that for online purchases they should email the box office with 
each attendee to boxoffice@qpr.co.uk and these must be received by the box office prior to 

matchday. 

         Calling the Box Office on 08444 777 007 during working hours. For telephone purchases you must 
give the operator the details of everyone attending. 

Matt O'Brien, School Sport & Integration Manager, Direct Line: +44 (0) 20 8740 2587 

 
b) Half Term Football 

 

https://www.eticketing.co.uk/qpr/details/event.aspx?itemrefd81&groupref&digest%C2%93a17f9718697734494b43006b66e64668741961d67fece97e39a9e8acbde624
https://www.eticketing.co.uk/qpr/details/event.aspx?itemrefd81&groupref&digest%C2%93a17f9718697734494b43006b66e64668741961d67fece97e39a9e8acbde624
https://www.eticketing.co.uk/qpr/details/event.aspx?itemrefd81&groupref&digest%C2%93a17f9718697734494b43006b66e64668741961d67fece97e39a9e8acbde624
https://www.eticketing.co.uk/qpr/details/event.aspx?itemrefd81&groupref&digest%C2%93a17f9718697734494b43006b66e64668741961d67fece97e39a9e8acbde624
mailto:boxoffice@qpr.co.uk


14. Dates for your Diary 

 

Greenside Calendar Dates 

Week 6     

Monday 6th February AM Albert’s Band – Workshop for Y4 

Tuesday 7th February All Day Y3 Skittleball Competition 

Wednesday 8th February 3.30pm Tea & Cakes and Dance to make a Difference Disco 

Wednesday 8th February 6.00pm 5-Minute Theatre Event 

Thursday 9th February 9.00am E-Safety Update for parents/ carers – please book a place 
with Robin 

Thursday 9
th

 February All Day Y4 Skittleball Competition 

Friday 10th February 3.30pm Half Term Holiday begins! 

      

Week 1     

Monday 20th February 8.55am Spring Term 2 begins 

Wednesday 22nd February 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 24th February All Day Newsletter published 

      

Week 2     

Tuesday 28th February All Day Hammersmith & Fulham Swimming Gala 

Wednesday 1st March AM Fire Brigade – Y2 and Y5 

Wednesday 1st March 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 2nd March All Day World Book Day–parents/carers invited to a Poetry Reading 
at 2.15pm 

Thursday 2nd March 6.00pm Y6 Parents/ carers – Test Information Hour 

Friday 3rd March AM Hammersmith & Fulham Swimming Gala - finals 

      

Week 3     

Monday 6th March All Day International Women’s Day at Greenside – Be Bold for 
Change! 

Monday 6th March 6.00pm Y2 Parents/ carers – Test Information Hour 

Wednesday 7th March 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 10th March All Day Newsletter published 

Friday 10th March Evening PSA Quiz Night 

      

Week 4     

Monday 13th March AM Class photographs and 100% Attendance Day 

Tuesday 14th March 9.00am Parents/ carers invited to visit STAR Day sessions 

Wednesday 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 17th March All Day Y4 Classical Spectacular 

      



14. Dates for your Diary continued 

 

Best Wishes 

Week 5     

Data Capture All Week Tests and Teacher Assessments – Nursery-Y6 students 

Wednesday 22nd 

March 

All Day We Act Day - Wembly 

Wednesday 22nd 
March 

3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 24th March All Day Charity & Celebration Day at Greenside 

      

Week 6     

Tuesday 28th March All Day EYFS Trip to Kidzania 

Tuesday 28th March Evening Ted Talks and Photographic Exhibition 

Wednesday 29th 
March 

All Day Bush Theatre Workshop for Y3 students 

Wednesday 29th 
March 

3.30pm Easter Tea & Cakes 

Friday 31st March 3.30pm Easter vacation begins! 

      


