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Breaking Boundaries 

Newsletter from the  

Greenside Film Factory 
Camera   Sound Lights Camera   Sound Lights 

Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 

Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
I hope you have all enjoyed a lovely week of late summer sunshine. 
We have completed the 1st three weeks of the academic year and we’re all excited by the potential and 
learning from our students so far. 
Our Nursery and Reception students have ‘settled’ especially well this term and it is a joy to see them 
enjoying the Learning Garden and their inside spaces full of colour and materials to foster their English, 
Maths and wonderful creativity. Our Y6 students are full of fun and learning and it’s still sunny! 
 
1. a) Nursery News 
Ms. Buchanan says: “It has been a wonderful first few weeks in Nursery and we have loved coming to 
school every day for the first time ever! This week we have been exploring all of the different areas of 
the classroom and Learning Garden, and we are all enjoying the new resources and play equipment in 
the role-play corner. We have also begun to learn about Space and aliens and we love dressing up in 
the garden and going on 'moon walks'. But the best thing about our first few weeks in Nursery has been 
all of the wonderful new friends we've made! We can't wait to have even more fun with them next 
week!” 
 
b) Reception News 
Ms. Morra tells us: “We are so excited to welcome the new Reception to Greenside! 
In the 1st week the students were welcomed by Ms. Tossell and she had a wonderful time in Reception. 
Then, Ms. Morra returned from her trip to Canada and she has been enjoying getting to know the new 
students. We have been exploring in the Learning Garden and experimenting with the different areas of 
the classroom. The role-play area and the interactive whiteboard seem to be the most popular thus far! 
We are looking forward to next week as we continue to make new friends and learn more about our 
theme of teddies and space.” 
 
c) Y1 News 
A proud Ms. Medcalf told us at the end of last week: “Just over a week has passed and already 
students have adjusted well to new routines and the exciting challenges that come with Y1. We have 
had a great week exploring 'The Secret World of Arrietty' this week and have had a blast making food 
for Arrietty, creating pocket pals and even learning how to greet one another in Japanese! We can't wait 
to explore Arrietty's secret world even further over the rest of the half term.” 
 

d) Y2 Trip to Sutton House 

Shh ....! Can you hear that? On Wednesday, Year 2 set off to see if they could find evidence of The 
Borrowers at Sutton House. We took the train all the way to Hackney Central and when we got there we 
found that a family of Borrowers had moved into the delightful old house. We hunted for clues and we 
were able to spot tiny ladders and other evidence, we even lifted the floorboards and found a Borrowers 
party complete with tiny lights and mirror balls. Those Borrowers are very inventive as we discovered 
that they have used all sorts of things from the human world including turning some dice into chairs and 
using a sardine tin for a car. We even had a go at making a set of headphones and a vehicle for a 
Borrower to use before eating a 'shrinking sweet' to make us shrink to Borrower height so we could 
explore things from their point of view. We had a fabulous day and it was great for us all to engage with 
our theme so wholeheartedly. A huge thank you to all our parent volunteers who helped make our day 
such a success. Well-done Y2! 

 
 



e) Y4 News 
Ms. Samuel says: “Y4 have ‘kicked off’ the new academic year in a creative and stimulating style. As well 
as creating art inspired by The Simpsons, we have had deep discussions about how they compare to our 
friends and families. It turns out that sibling love and rivalry is universal - even if you are a four fingered, 
yellow cartoon! We have now turned our attention to Superman and the moral dilemmas of being a      
Superhero. There's always debate and discussion in Y4! 
 
f) Y5 News 
Mr. Johnson reveals: “We have had a wonderful start in Y5. We spent the first week immersed in the 
wacky world of The Simpsons. We embraced our themes of friendship and family as we focused on the 
dysfunctional dynamics of Bart, Marge, Homer and Lisa.” 
This week we have met another famous family; the Addams Family! We have been looking at each  
member of the iconic family and thinking about their backgrounds; what was Uncle Fester up to in the 
Bermuda Triangle? How has Morticia managed to balance witchcraft and modern life? Over the next few 
weeks we are going to be writing backstories, which we will, then later film. Next stop location scouting in 
Kensal Green Cemetery... 
  
g) Y6 News 
At the end of last week Mr. Yeats said: “Y6 have been exploring the Simpsons in lots of exciting and inter-
esting ways. We challenged the students to summarise an episode into exactly 100 words; storyboarded 
an episode where the students had to analyze the camera angles and film techniques used to create spe-
cific effects; used co-ordinates to produce images of the Simpsons and created our own Simpsons por-
traits based on research on Picasso and his style of art. We had lots of great fun and developed a really 
wide variety of skills, setting us up beautifully for a great year ahead! Here are some examples of the 
great work.” 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. New Student Leaders 
We are very proud that this year we have elected and chosen our largest group of student leaders across 
the whole of Greenside and there are some new roles that we believe will help all our students help 
Greenside to improve throughout the year and for students to enjoy their time learning together even 
more too! We are delighted that from Y6 our new student leadership group will be as follows: 
Head Girls:  Clemency and Nimo 
Head Boy:  Rex 
Deputy Head Girls:  Aisha, Anastasia, Degsan and Sawsan 
Deputy Head Boys:  Hick and Zak 
We are then very proud of the other students in Y6 who have been appointed to the roles shown below 
and who will be working directly to lead younger students. Please see attached page with the names of all 
our student leaders across Greenside. 
Congratulations to all our students on their roles – we will them a successful year in post. 
 
3. Y6 Secondary Transfer 
Thank you to those parents/ carers who came along to the Secondary Transfer Evening last night – we 
hope you found it interesting to hear from the various Head Teachers. We will e-mail notes about the   
application process to Y6 families later today with a reminder about deadlines and on-line applications. If 
you have any questions please get in touch with me or Mr. Yeats – good luck! 
 
4. A Message from the PSA 
As you all know our PSA Team work tirelessly throughout the year to support Greenside in all sorts of 
ways, including the much needed raising of additional funds. Over the past 3 years they have led our  
Parents/ carer community in fund raising to purchase I-pads for all students, to buy the screen and lights 
for the Hall, to make the wonderful mosaic entrance area, to buy the new classroom furniture and to      
enhance some opportunities for trips and visitors to Greenside – an amazing array of contributions! It is  



also a very special part of Greenside that our families come together so regularly to make the  
experiences all students have so much better! 
“Welcome back to a new school year at Greenside Primary! Thanks to everyone who has already pitched 
in at Open House this past weekend and for our Eid Tea & Cakes last Wednesday. Both events were fan-
tastic, and together with this past week's Tea & Cakes, we've already raised around £500! I've also had a 
number of new parents enquire about getting involved in the PSA. New participants are always welcome!  
 
So, to kick off the new school year, we will be having our first evening meeting at The Pocket Watch from 
8pm, next Monday, September 26th. For those of you unable to make it to an evening meeting, our follow
-up morning meeting will be on Friday, September 30th, leaving from the school just after dropping off. 
For the a.m. meetings, we typically gather just outside the school gates and then walk to a café on Askew 
Road. We are looking forward to seeing some new faces along with the "regulars" next week! 
 
If you have any questions or would like more information about what we do, you may contact me at 
singelke@gmail.com. 
 
Thanks - Anna Singzon, PSA chair 
 
5. Sharing Board Meetings 
We are delighted to invite Parents/ carers to the Special Sharing Board Meetings scheduled over the next 
few weeks. Please see the calendar below with dates for each class.  
 
6. Opening Times 
We have had a couple of questions about opening times in the morning. The black gate is opened at 
8.45am, the bell rings at 8.55am and we are then able to be in class by 9.00am ready for the day. We are 
unable to offer any before school care from within school any earlier and please note that between 
8.45am and 9.00am students are still the responsibility of their parent/ carer and should not be left without 
an adult before our Teachers are in the playground ready to meet them. This is simply a safeguarding 
procedure to ensure student safety at all times. 
 
7. Home Learning Film Challenge 
This week we have a fab challenge for our students: We would like students to make a new piece of The 
Simpsons memorabilia. 
It could be as simple as a designing and making a plate or cup, it could be as complex as making a      
jigsaw puzzle, a moneybox, a hat etc. – nothing is too small or big. There will be one prize for the most 
original idea in EYFS, one for KS1 and one for KS2. Students may use any materials they wish the only 
stipulation is that it must be inspired by the characters/ TV programme. 
The deadline is Tuesday 4th October – enjoy! 
 
8. ICT/ E-Safety Workshop 
May I urge those of you who have not been to an ICT/ E-safety workshop at Greenside before to try to 
come along next Tuesday at 9.00am. There are an increasing number of things that Robin Yeats would 
like to tell you and share about how to keep students safe when using technology – and the risks increase 
all the time as we embrace new forms of technology. There are some important things to know and do 
and then we can feel more secure about our students’ ability to look after them on line etc. as they group 
up. Robin will be waiting in the Hall! 
 
9. Global March for Elephants and Rhinos 
Many thanks to Bundi’s Mother for sharing this important information.  
On September 24th the world will unite again in the third Global March for Elephants and Rhinos. Pease 
check the web-site link below for information about the march and event taking place in London             
tomorrow.  http://march4elephantsandrhinos.org/ 
 
10. Greenside E-Communication 
On the 1st day of term we sent a letter by e-mail, last Friday we sent another letter and now we have    
begun our Newsletter cycle. May I remind you that the Screen in the Halls now updated ready for each 
Monday with essential information for the week ahead. Along with texts and general e-mails – we ask that 
you check in with these forms of communication regularly to make sure you don’t miss any thing          
important here at Greenside – thank you! 

mailto:singelke@gmail.com


11. Early Progress Check 
Please note that during the week commenting Monday 3rd October we are encouraging all parents/ carers 
to check in with their daughter/ son’s Teacher for an early Progress Check. Please feel free to book an 
appointment or e-mail if you haven’t yet had the opportunity to have a 1-2-1 conversation with the Class 
Teacher – we will then be able to share successes and offer any guidance for support at home etc. You 
are; of course, welcome to contact Teachers at any time but this is a good mile stone point in the half 
term. 
 
12. Y2 and Y6 Tests and Assessment 
We have now had confirmation from the DfE that the format of the Y2 and Y6 tests next summer will    
remain the same as last year. This is helpful for us in our planning and in knowing the standards that 
have been set. The reception (EYFS) Profile also remains statutory and the same this year. 
 
13. Greenside Stars! 
Last week we published our Stars. This year we will be celebrating 2 class STAR Day Stars in our   
Newsletter and also a Crew Star and PE Star beginning in our next edition – watch this space! 
 
14. Dates for your Diary: 

Week 4     

Monday 26th September All Day Y5 Trip to Kensal Cemetery 

Monday 26th September 8.00pm PSA Meeting 

Tuesday 27th September 9.00am E-Safety Workshop – All parents/ carers welcome 

Wednesday 28th September 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 30th September 9.00am PSA Meeting 

      

Week 5     

W/C Monday 3rd October All Week Early Progress Check – Parents/  carers & Teachers 

Tuesday 4th October All Day Y1 & Y2 Trip to Japanese Gardens – Holland Park 

Wednesday 5th October PM Y5 Workshop at Hammersmith Academy 

Wednesday 5th October 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 6th October All Day National Poetry Day 

      

Week 6     

Monday 10th October 1.30pm Prospective parents – Open Day 

Wednesday 12th October 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 13th October All Day Film Crew 2 – Trip 

      

Week 7     

Monday 17th October 9.00am Y6 Board Sharing Meeting – Parents/ carers invite to join 
us 

Tuesday 18th October   Y5 Board Sharing Meeting – Parents/ carers invite to join 
us 

Tuesday 18th October PM Nursery & Reception – Teddy Bear’s Picnic – Parents/ 
carers invited to join us 

Wednesday 19th October 9.00am Y4 Board Sharing Meeting – Parents/ carers invite to join 
us 

    Halloween Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 20th October After-
noon 

Dance Performance and sharing with families 

Friday 21st October 3.30pm Half term 



Yours Sincerely 
 

Week 1     

Monday 31st October 3.30pm Parents Evening 

Tuesday 1st October 9.00am Y2 Board Sharing Meeting – Parents/ carers invited to join us 

Tuesday 1st November 3.30pm Parents Evening 

Wednesday 2nd November 9.00am Y3 Board Sharing Meeting – Parents/ carers invited to join us 

Wednesday 2nd November 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 3rd November   Y1 Board Sharing Meeting – Parents/ carers invited to join us 

      

Week 2     

Tuesday 8th November 9.00am Nursery Board Sharing Meeting – Parents/ carers invited to 
join us 

Wednesday 9th November 9.00am Reception Board Sharing Meeting – Parents/ carers invited to 
join us 

Wednesday 9th November 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 



 
 



 



 

Have a super week ahead and I look forward to seeing so many of you at Animal Farm next week. 

Karen  



 


